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CITY OF JOONDALUP — PLANNING — LOCAL HOUSING STRATEGY 
Grievance 

MR J. NORBERGER (Joondalup) [9.37 am]: My grievance this morning is to the Minister for Planning on the 
scheme amendment 73 of the City of Joondalup, related to district planning scheme 2. The amendment directly 
relates to the city’s local housing strategy, which, in response to the Department of Planning’s Directions 2031 
vision, seeks to change the R-code classifications of numerous parts of my electorate to allow for subdivision 
and denser developments. These changes, if approved by the Western Australian Planning Commission and the 
Minister for Planning, would potentially allow affected residents to subdivide their properties. The predominant 
R-code for residential properties throughout my electorate is currently R20, which requires approximately 
450 square metres of land per dwelling. The proposed changes will see certain areas of Edgewater, Heathridge, 
Beldon and Joondalup change to either R30 or R40. A code of R30 would require approximately 
300 square metres per dwelling, and R40 would require 220 square metres. 
Joondalup has matured significantly over the past decade, with growing levels of local employment, services, 
community organisations and transport infrastructure to cope with population growth. Indeed, a key strategy of 
the local housing strategy was to target residential areas close to key transport infrastructure such as the 
Edgewater train station where our government will this year commence the construction of a multistorey car 
park. As the Perth metropolitan region continues to grow ever outward, it makes sense to give people the option 
as to whether they would like to live further away from the CBD or opt for a modern, smaller dwelling closer to 
established communities. 
Both the City of Joondalup and I have canvassed the community for its opinions in relation to the proposed local 
housing strategy, and the overwhelming response has been very positive. I have heard feedback from pensioners 
for whom their 980 square metre block has become too large to maintain, but who do not want to move away 
from the area they call home. Being able to subdivide would not only generate an additional source of income, 
but also allow them to remain in their current home. I have heard from young families for whom an option to 
subdivide would provide them with their first opportunity to own an investment property. Others would like to 
subdivide to accommodate family members. It is fair to say that not everyone will take up the option to 
subdivide, and some fear that over subdivision could affect the character of the suburbs. However, with proper 
scrutiny of proposed developments these concerns can be addressed. The local housing strategy was developed 
by the City of Joondalup in February 2011 after receiving feedback from over 7 000 residents and was submitted 
to the Department of Planning in March 2011. The ensuing process has had some back and forth since then, with 
notable delays every time it comes before either the Western Australian Planning Commission or the 
Department of Planning. Delays of up to a year on each such occasion have significantly slowed the process of 
this housing strategy. To the credit of the City of Joondalup, every time its input was required it has actioned it 
almost immediately. 
The delay in implementing this local housing strategy in my community is causing many frustrations. In October 
2014, the City of Joondalup was granted permission by the WA Planning Commission to commence advertising 
the details of the proposed and final scheme amendment 73. This advertising occurred for 42 days between 
29 October and 10 December last year. The City of Joondalup has since compiled this feedback and council will 
consider it in the coming days. It is anticipated that the resultant council resolution will then be promptly 
forwarded to the WA Planning Commission and the Minister for Planning for a final decision. 
Minister, my grievance today simply serves to underscore the support that the community and I as their 
representative have in relation to the proposed scheme amendment. Considering that this process has been going 
on since 2011, I also ask that the WA Planning Commission and the Minister for Planning please review the 
City of Joondalup’s submission with a level of urgency. I know that my community is looking forward to taking 
its next step in growing as Perth’s second CBD, and this housing strategy is an important aspect of that future. 
MR J.H.D. DAY (Kalamunda — Minister for Planning) [9.41 am]: I acknowledge the interest of the member 
for Joondalup in this issue, and in particular in seeing the implementation of the outcomes identified by the City of 
Joondalup’s local housing strategy through the finalisation of the associated scheme amendment. It is pleasing that 
the City of Joondalup has been proactive in taking steps to achieve the outcomes identified in the state 
government’s planning strategy for the metropolitan and Peel regions, “Directions 2031 and beyond: metropolitan 
planning beyond the horizon”, and I commend the city for the work that has been done in that respect. 

By way of background, Directions 2031 sets out the need to accommodate a significant proportion of future 
urban development in Perth in existing urban areas. This is to address the issues that the member has raised and 
to maximise the use of existing infrastructure and limit unsustainable urban sprawl. This aspect, of course, is in 
part very relevant to the discussion today in the media about congestion on the roads. Directions 2031 also seeks 
to deliver the kinds of housing diversity and choices that the member has indicated are important to the residents 
of the Joondalup electorate. The purpose of a strategy such as Directions 2031 is to set the position of the 
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government and to provide high-level guidance as a starting point for the Department of Planning, local 
governments and service providers when undertaking detailed planning for specific areas or projects. The City of 
Joondalup has appropriately responded by preparing a local housing strategy that will increase the number and 
diversity of dwellings in existing areas close to transport and other services. A whole-of-government approach is 
taken in the preparation of Directions 2031 and other similar high-level strategic planning documents, and this 
involves coordination between the various agencies. However, I note that consideration of detailed issues or 
constraints that may exist in specific areas still need to be investigated through the more detailed level of 
planning that is done when local governments prepare their own planning strategies. This is the case, for 
example, with the City of Joondalup’s housing strategy, as the city undertakes the subsequent local or district 
planning scheme amendments necessary to deliver the outcomes identified. 

A key reason for this is that consultation is undertaken during the scheme amendment process to ensure that any 
future development, which may be permitted as a result of the amendment, can be appropriately serviced into the 
future. Specifically, I understand that during the consultation period for amendment 73 to the City of 
Joondalup’s planning scheme 2, some potential servicing constraints were identified by the Department of 
Education and the Water Corporation. I also understand that, through the collaboration of the City of Joondalup, 
the Department of Planning and these agencies, the potential constraints have been addressed. Although this has 
required more time to be taken on the outcome of amendment 73, the fact that potential issues were identified 
and then resolved through the progress of the amendment is an example of how the planning system is working 
to ensure future communities have access to the infrastructure and services they will need. Although it may be 
frustrating that the planning for the growth of Joondalup has taken some time, it is important to remember that 
decisions made today need to be made with the consideration of the needs of around up to 20 000 additional 
families who could potentially reside in the City of Joondalup in the coming decades. Time spent planning for 
the needs of a community that will develop over the next 50 years or more is certainly not time wasted. 

Nevertheless, I will also take the opportunity to note that the Liberal–National government’s planning reform 
agenda is delivering reforms that will significantly streamline the planning process while ensuring that 
appropriate levels of consultation and coordination are undertaken to deliver quality outcomes for communities. 
Specifically relevant to this issue is the introduction of a track-based system for the processing of local and 
district scheme amendments. Such a system would allow low-risk amendments consistent with the state planning 
strategy to be fast-tracked. Similarly, the ability for amendments to the metropolitan region scheme and local 
planning schemes to be undertaken concurrently will significantly reduce the time taken to plan new 
developments. 

Getting back to the specific issue in Joondalup, I understand that the City of Joondalup will consider the 
outcomes of the consultation on amendment 73 soon and that, following a council consideration, it is likely to be 
submitted to the WA Planning Commission; that is the normal process. Once this has been done the 
Planning Commission will then make a recommendation to me on the final determination of the amendment. 
I certainly expect that once the recommendation for the planning commission comes to me, it will be dealt with 
expeditiously. At the moment, the issue specifically relating to scheme amendment 73 is still with the City of 
Joondalup, but it will be dealt with as expeditiously as possible and also thoroughly once it does go to the 
Department of Planning and the Planning Commission. As I said, it will come to me for a recommendation. 
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